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Online seminar 
Human Rights in Times 
of Emergency 
Focus on COVID-19 
 
28-29 January 2021 (mornings) 

Speakers 
 
Antoine Buyse, Professor, Utrecht University School of Law; 
Director, Netherlands Institute of Human Rights (SIM) 
 
Joachim Herrmann, Member of Cabinet of European 
Commissioner Didier Reynders, Brussels 
 
Maroš Matiaško, Chair of Forum for Human Rights, Prague 
 
Pamela McCormick, Registry Lawyer, European Court of 
Human Rights, Strasbourg 
 
Dory Reiling, Honorary Senior Judge; Independent Expert on 
Information Technology and Judicial Reform, Haarlem 
 
Christian Schierholt, Chief Senior Public Prosecutor, Central 
Unit Organised Crime and Corruption, Prosecutor General’s 
Office, Celle 
 
Grégory Thuan dit Dieudonné, Lawyer; President of the 
Human Rights Commission of the European Lawyers’ Union 
(UAE), Strasbourg  
 
Emanuele Ventrella, Data Protection Advisor, Trilateral 
Research, Waterford 
 

Key topics 
 

• Rule of law 
• Access to justice and the 

right to a fair trial 
• Persons with disabilities and 

other groups 
• Freedom of expression 
• Freedom of assembly and 

association 
• Privacy and data protection 
 
 
Language 
English 
 
 
Event number 
421D115e 
 
 
Organiser  
Sanja Jovičič (ERA) 

With the support of the Erasmus+  
programme of the European Union 



   Human Rights in Times of Emergency – Focus on COVID-19 

Thursday, 28 January 2021 
 
09:00 Connecting to the videoconference platform and getting familiar with it 

Welcome and introduction 
 Sanja Jovičić 
 
 
I. RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RULE OF LAW IN TIMES OF 

EMERGENCY 
 
09:30  The European Commission’s ongoing monitoring of the COVID-19 rule of  

law situation in the EU – findings and recommendations 
 Joachim Herrmann 
 
10:00 Discussion 
 
10:15  Recent case law of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) on 
 emergency situations 

• Derogations from the Convention under Art. 15 ECHR 
• Emergency situations without a derogation 

 Pamela McCormick 
 
10:45 Discussion 
 
11:00  Break 
 
11:15  Enforcement of lockdown measures under ECHR scrutiny 

• Legal certainty, proportionality and necessity of fines 
• Discriminatory profiling and targeted policing 
Grégory Thuan dit Dieudonné 

 
11:45  Discussion 
 
 
II. ACCESS TO COURTS AND FAIR TRIAL GUARANTEES DURING COVID-19 
 
12:00  Overcoming barriers in access to justice for persons with disabilities and 
 other groups during the pandemic 
 Maroš Matiaško 
 
12:30  Discussion 
 
13:00  End of first day 
 
 
Friday, 29 January 2021 
 
II. ACCESS TO COURTS AND FAIR TRIAL GUARANTEES DURING COVID-19 – 

continued 
 
09:00 Connecting to the videoconference platform  
 
09:30  Roundtable discussion:  

Practical challenges to the right of access to a court and to a fair trial during 
the health crisis 
• Balancing health and safety at courts with the parties’ procedural rights 
• Digital access to court proceedings: effective participation and representation, 

taking of evidence, safety and security of online participation, public access to 
online hearings 

• Best practice 
 Dory Reiling, Christian Schierholt, Grégory Thuan dit Dieudonné  
 
10:30 Q&A 
 

Objective 
 
This online seminar will examine the 
current challenges posed by COVID-19 to 
individual human rights with a critical 
overview of the restrictions of human rights 
possible under the European Convention 
on Human Rights in times of emergency. It 
will also provide an opportunity to 
exchange best practices. 
 
 
 
 
Who should attend? 
 
Judges, prosecutors and other judicial 
staff, lawyers in private practice and other 
legal professionals working on human 
rights. 
 
 
 
 
You will learn… 
 
• What is the European Commission 

doing to promote the rule of law in 
times of the pandemic? 

• How does the ECtHR case law apply 
to the current sanitary situation? 

• How to enforce lockdown measures 
in line with the ECHR? 

• How to overcome barriers in access 
to justice for special groups? 

• How to ensure equality of arms in 
court proceedings during the crisis? 

• What are the permissible restrictions 
on freedom of expression, freedom of 
assembly and privacy during the 
emergency? 

 
 
 
 
Interactive online seminar 
 
The online seminar will be hosted on 
ERA’s own online platform. You will be 
able to interact immediately and directly 
with our top-level speakers and other 
participants. We will make the most of the 
technical tools available to deliver an 
intensive, interactive experience. As the 
platform is hosted on our own server, the 
highest security settings will be applied to 
ensure that you can participate safely in 
this high-quality online conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 11:00  Break 
III. OTHER SELECTED HUMAN RIGHTS AFFECTED BY THE PANDEMIC 
 
11:15  The exercise of freedom of expression and freedom of assembly and  

association during the fight against COVID-19 
• Restrictions on access to information 
• Online hate crime and information disorder 
• Permissible control measures for public gatherings 
• Administrative fines 

 Antoine Buyse 
 
11:45  Discussion 
 
12:00  Privacy and data protection during COVID-19 

• Processing of health and location data 
• Buisness Continuity 
• Recommendations and best practice 
Emanuele Ventrella 

 
12:30  Discussion 
 
13:00  End of online seminar 
 

 

For programme updates: www.era.int 
Programme may be subject to amendment. 
 
 
 

Times indicated are CET 
(Central European Time) 

 
 

Your contact persons 
 

 

Sanja Jovičić 
Course Director 
E-Mail: SJovicic@era.int 

 

 

Laura König 
Assistant 
E-Mail: lkoenig@era.int 

 
 
 
 
CPD 
 
ERA’s programmes meet the standard 
requirements for recognition as Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD). This 
event corresponds to 6 CPD hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the date 
 
Applying the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights – Focus on the 
Right to a Fair Trial 
Online, 11-12 February 2021 
 
Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights 
Online, 29-30 March 2021 
 
 
 

http://www.era.int/


   
 Registration 

Human Rights in Times of Emergency 
Online, 28-29 January 2021 / Event number: 421D115e 

I would like to register for the ERA online seminar mentioned above. 

❑  Please update my address (see below)     ❑  My address (above) is correct    ❑  Please delete my address 

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS: 

Title ❑   Ms         ❑   Mr    Other  
 
First Name                    
 
Surname                    
 
Organisation                                          
 
Position    Tel.  
 
Department      
 
E-Mail                    
 
Street                    
 
Postcode/City    Country  
         

 
 

Registration fee 
 

Fee Standard EU & ERA 
patrons* 

Young lawyers 
& other 

groups** 

Registration by 
05/01/2021 

€ 351.00 □ € 263.25 □ € 263.25 □ 
Registration 

after 05/01/2021 
€ 390,00 

□ 
€ 292,50 

□ 
€ 292,50 

□ 
  

* EU and ERA Patrons 
• Staff of European Union institutions and agencies; 
• Staff of ERA’s patrons: all EU Member States (Austria, 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden), United Kingdom, the 
German states, Scotland and the City of Trier 

• Fellows of the European Law Institute 

** Young lawyers & other groups 
• For young lawyers up to 30 years of age (important: the 

participant must provide a copy or details of his or her 
passport or identity card on registration); 

• Full-time staff of universities or comparable academic 
institutions; 

• Staff of charitable organisations or comparable institutions 
• Registration of three or more employees from the same 

organisation 

 

 

Method of payment 
□ Credit card For registration with credit card payment please go to our website www.era.int/?130351&en 

□ Cheque  Cheque number _________________________________________ 

□ Bank transfer 

I will transfer the registration fee to ERA’s account at Deutsche Bundesbank Saarbrücken: 
IBAN: DE145900 00 00 00 58501900 – BIC: MARKDEF1590 
  

Important! Please state your name and the event number on the bank transfer. 
 

Please note that if you wish to pay by invoice, it is required to do so at the latest two days prior to the online 
seminar. A payment via credit card can be made at any time. 

Registration 
 
Fax: +49 (0) 651 93737-773 
 
E-mail: info@era.int  
 
Online registration: 
www.era.int/?130351&en 
 
 
 
Postal address: 
ERA 
Postfach 1640 
D-54206 Trier 
 

Language 
English 

Contact Person 
Laura König 
Assistant 
LKoenig@era.int 
+49 (0)651 937 37 423  
. 
  
 

I confirm my registration and accept the general terms and conditions: www.era.int/legalnotice  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Place, Date   Signature 
 

mailto:info@era.int
http://www.era.int/legalnotice

